
Meeting purpose 
 

• Provide introduction to the project 

• Draw comments and input from the public to: 

• Identify key issues 

• Define range of actions 

• Identify alternative actions 

• Determine environmental effects to be 
analyzed 

 

Your Input is Welcome 
—the comment station— 

 

• Please sign in and join our distribution list 

• Comment cards available at Welcome Station and 
Comment Station 

• Please Return comment cards to comment station 
or any Corps employee 

• Verbal comments can be provided at the comment 
station 

• Flip charts are available for informal comments 
and to generate discussion 

• Comments may also be sent to: 

Ms. Nancy Ferris 
U.S. Army Corps of engineers 
San Francisco District 
1455 Market Street 
San Francisco, CA  94103-1398 
 
Fax:  (415) 503-6692 

E-Mail:  SPNETPA@usace.army.mil 

For Assistance, Telephone:  (415) 503-6865 
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Meeting Purpose and Goals 
 

The goal of this meeting is to give the public an opportunity to provide 
input on the study and help determine its scope. The study team is 
seeking input on alternatives, concerns to be taken into account in 
our study, and mitigation opportunities. The study team is available to 
answer any questions about the NEPA/CEQA or Corps Planning 
Process. The team’s ultimate goal is to ensure that the most 
economically and environmentally justified project is recommended.  

The Basics of NEPA/CEQA 
 

The proposed project will comply with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), which require the 
preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)/
Environmental Impact Report (EIR); evaluation of an array of 
alternatives; and disclosure of any environmental impacts to 
the public. The local sponsor will be the lead for the EIR 
(CEQA requirement) and a joint EIS/EIR will be prepared. 

Corps Planning Process 
 

The Corps is conducting a General Reevaluation Report 
(GRR) to assess the feasibility of completing or modifying 
this previously authorized project. The feasibility study 
will proceed through a series of stages to potentially 

recommend a plan. Depending on the recommended plan, 
additional authorization from Congress for this project 

may be required in a Water Resources Development Act.  If 
the plan is approved by the Chief of Engineers or 

authorized by Congress, it will undergo final design and 
construction once funds are appropriated by Congress. 
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Environmental Compliance 
 

• Identify all reasonable alternatives 
• Avoid and/or minimize environmental impacts during the development of 

alternatives 
• Evaluate and mitigate for unavoidable environmental impacts 
• Comply with current environmental laws 
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National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) & 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

Process 
Corps Feasibility Study Milestones Estimated 

Schedule 

Define project purpose and need 
Initiate Feasibility Study (F1) 2008 

Publish Notice of Intent (NEPA)/Notice of Preparation (CEQA) 

Conduct scoping meetings Public Workshop/Scoping (F2) 2008 

Prepare Draft Environmental Impact Statement (NEPA-EIS)/ 
Environmental Impact Report (CEQA-EIR) 

Feasibility Scoping Meeting (F3) 2008-2009 

Alternative Review Conference (F4) 2009 

Alternative Formulation Briefing (F4a) 2009 

Draft EIS/EIR:  Public notice (NEPA)/ 
Notice of availability (CEQA) and 45-day public review 

Draft Feasibility Report (F5) 2009 

Public Meeting(s) (F6) 2009-2010 

Final EIS/EIR:  Respond to comments and concerns  

Feasibility Review Conference (F7) 2010 

Final Report to Division (F8) TBD 

Civil Works Review Board TBD 

Final EIS/EIR:  Public notice and 30-day public review  State/Agency 30-day Review TBD 

Record of Decision (NEPA) 
Statement of Findings and Notice of Determination (CEQA) 

Chief of Engineer's Report to Assistant Secretary of the Army (ASA) for Civil Works (CW) 

TBD 
ASA (CW) Transmits Chief's Report to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) 

ASA (CW) Transmits Chief's Report to Congress 

Congressional Authorization 







National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) & 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

 

The ultimate purpose of NEPA and CEQA is to assist decision makers and the 
public in considering environmental amenities in the decision making process 
 
• Identification of significant environmental resources in the proposed project area 

• Consideration of a full range of reasonable alternatives 

• Assessment of potential impacts 

• Full disclosure of potential impacts 

• Mitigation measures to avoid, minimize, or compensate for adverse impacts 

"To declare a national policy which will encourage productive and enjoyable harmony 
between man and his environment; to promote efforts which will prevent or eliminate 
damage to the environment and biosphere and stimulate the health and welfare of man; 
to enrich the understanding of the ecological systems and natural resources important 
to the Nation..."  

 —Preamble to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 

Environmental Considerations in 
the NEPA/CEQA Process 

 

• Fish and wildlife habitats or ecosystems 

• Threatened or endangered species 

• Air and water resources 

• Biological resources 

• Traffic and infrastructure 

• Socioeconomics, land use, growth 
inducement 

• Aesthetics and noise 

• Public health and safety 

• Agriculture 

• Geology and soils 

• Recreation 

• Direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts 

• Environmental justice 

Environmental  Compliance & Permits 
 

• Endangered Species Act (Federal & State) 

• Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act 

• National Historic Preservation Act 

• Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act 

• Clean Water Act 

• Clean Air Act 

• Magnusun Stevenson Act (Essential 
Fish Habitat) 

• Coastal Zone Management Act 

Photo Courtesy of U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) 

Late Fall Chinook Salmon 

The Review Process 
 

 

   

Decide on Proposed Action & 

Finalize Planning Process 

Define Project & 

Project Purpose 
Identify Existing 

(Baseline) Conditions 

Identify Potential Impacts 

Define Significance 

of Impacts 

Identify Alternatives 

Identify Mitigation Measures 

Photo Courtesy of CA Department of Water Resources (DWR) 

Delta Tule Pea 



Potential Environmental and Socioeconomic  
Issues to be Investigated 

 

• Federal and state listed species (endangered or threatened) 
and their designated critical habitat 

• Salinity intrusion into fresh surface water and ground water 

• Dissolved oxygen levels in channels 

• Air quality 

• Water quality 

• Wake effects on Delta levees 

• Erosion of Delta islands 

• Recreation and public safety 

• Growth inducement 

Potential environmental and socioeconomic 
issues will be investigated and addressed  
early in the planning process to avoid or 

minimize possible impacts 

Methods For Addressing Environmental 
and Socioeconomic Issues 

 

• Coordinate with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, NOAA 
Fisheries, CA Dept. of Fish and Game, and other resource 
agencies to avoid potential impacts to listed species and 
designated critical habitat 

• limit in-water activities when listed species are present 

• avoid designated critical habitat 

• Solicit opinions from resource agencies 

• Utilize peer-reviewed salinity models to make sound planning 
decisions 

• Investigate methods for preventing and mitigating potential 
low dissolved oxygen levels in channels 

• Investigate methods for preventing and mitigating potential 
impacts to air quality 

• Utilize electric power in lieu of diesel when possible  

• Minimize output of air pollutants 

• Solicit input from resource agencies 

• Investigate beneficial use of dredged material 

• Keep the public informed of activities and progress 

• Make informed decisions and share information with the 
public 

Photo Courtesy of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 

Delta Smelt 
Photo Courtesy of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 

California Brown Pelican 



Visit Project Website For Updates 
 

http://www.spn.usace.army.mil/projects/stockton_navigation 

Please Provide Input 
 

• Verbal comments can be submitted to the recorder 

• Written comments  should be addressed to: 

Ms. Nancy Ferris 
U.S. Army Corps of engineers 
San Francisco District 
1455 Market Street 
San Francisco, CA  94103-1398 
 

• E-Mail or FAX Comments to: 

Fax:  (415) 503-6692 

E-Mail:  SPNETPA@usace.army.mil 

 

—Comment Period Ends April 30, 2008— Chinook Salmon 
Photo Courtesy of Ca Dept. of Fish and Game 

Delta Smelt 
Photo Courtesy of NOAA Fisheries Service 

California Delta 
Photo Courtesy of the Port of Stockton 

Avon 
Photo Courtesy of the Port of Stockton 

Cormorant 
Photo Courtesy of the Port of Stockton 

Port of Stockton 
Photo Courtesy of the Port of Stockton 
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